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NGOs at the UN
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How to Work Effectively
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History • Demographics • Networks
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As An NGO

Friday, December 24, 2010



Friday, December 24, 2010



Friday, December 24, 2010



Friday, December 24, 2010



United Nations

Working at the ‘global level’ can have enormous 
benefits for organizations that want to set 
agendas, fast-track an issue or hold governments 
accountable to previous promises.

Felix Dodds & Michael Strauss
How To Lobby at Intergovernmental Meetings

London: Earthscan Publications, 2004. Print.
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United Nations
 Article 71 of the UN Charter opened the door providing for 
suitable arrangements for consultation with non-governmental 
organizations 

• Resolution 1996/31 

• outlines the eligibility requirements for consultative status, rights and obligations of NGOs in 
consultative status

• the role and functions of the ECOSOC Committee on NGOs, and the responsibilities of the UN 
Secretariat in supporting the consultative relationship. 

• Consultative status is granted by ECOSOC upon recommendation of the ECOSOC Committee 
on NGOs, which is comprised of 19 Member States.
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NGOs & the UN

Can work “with” or “at” the UN in 4 ways.  Two formal ways:
• In consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of 

the UN (ECOSOC)
• In association with the UN’s Department of Public Information 

(DPI)

Two informal:
• By getting accreditation for a conference, summit or other UN 

organized event.
• By establishing working relations with particular UN 

Departments, Programmes or Specialized Agencies
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United Nations

Pre-eminent (but NOT only) Inter Governmental meeting place for 
Nations.

Many other IGOs:

http://www.libsci.sc.edu/bob/IGOs.htm
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A Nations’ Goals & Objectives
Goals at the UN may be part of a 

larger plan that includes other 
Inter Governmental Organizations

This may impact some aspects of 
the work at the UN

Politics within other IGOs can 
impact the politics at the UN

Diplomats are not going to 
explain everything !
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What Is Your NGO’s Agenda?
Development?

Crime?

Environment?

Human Rights?

Governance?

Indigenous 
Issues?

Youth?

Religious Tolerance?

Trafficking?

Victims?

Poverty?

HIV/AIDS?

Corruption?
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NGOs “at” the UN

November 2010

General Consultative Status~141

Special Consultative Status~2,282

Roster Consultative Status~990

In Association with DPI~1,600

2002

Friday, December 24, 2010



Friday, December 24, 2010



East River Politics
(Social “Fluid Dynamics”)

NGO Efforts & Agendas

UN Framework & 
Procedures Member States’ 

Mandates & Politics

Public Opinion
/Media
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Next ...

• Homework: Look through 
these IGOs and see if there are 
any that deal with your NGO’s 
area of concern. 

• Next Lesson: Your Anchor—
Your personal area of expertise 
or focus
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