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Module III
UN Documents & NGO Diplomacy 
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Lesson 13
Resolutions, Their “Secret Language” 

and How To Use The UN’s 
Document Resources
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Their “Secret Language”

• Legal status

• Their structure and numbering

• The drafting and adoption of resolutions and decisions 

• How and where to find them and use the UN’s online document 
system
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Legal Status... depends

• Security Council: Chapter VII resolutions are binding (Chapter VI, 
customarily are not, and are usually called “recommendations”)

• General Assembly: Resolutions generally are not binding but 
“decisions” (resolutions essentially procedural in nature and 
providing instructions for the functioning of the organization) 
usually are.

• ECOSOC: Not legally binding
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Structure & Numbering

• One long sentence... ie one period.

• Name of body issuing the resolution

• Numbering: according to the who, what, where and when...

• Preamble: starts with gerunds and explains the reason

• Operative part: starts with numbers and expresses the opinion of 
the organization or the action to be take
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Numbering
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Numbering

http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/
resguide/symbol.htm
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“Preambulatory” 
Phrases

• Affirming

• Recalling

• Recognizing

• Further recalling

• Confidant that

• Expressing its appreciation for
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• Invites

• Encourages

• Calls upon

• Reaffirms

• Further requests

Operative 
Phrases
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On Drafting & Adopting

Balance of actions to be taken, usually through a consensus arrived 
at through the drafting process

• Immediate objectives

• Political capital

• Financial considerations

• Long term objectives
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UN Documents 

• http://www.un.org/en/documents/

• UN Documents
— http://www.un.org/en/index.shtml

• Terms and a UN “thesaurus” 

• 6 Languages

• Various search options

• The google Alternative
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Today’s Homework ...
What is this document?
— CCPR/C/ALB/2004/1

Using the Quick Links, can you find a recent resolution 
on “Review of the United Nations Peacebuilding 
Architecture.” 

• What is it’s document number? 

• When was it adopted? 

• When was it circulated as a printed document? 
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